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 May 19 

Lying in Wait by Liz Nugent 
My husband did not mean to kill Annie Doyle, but the lying tramp deserved it. 
On the surface, Lydia Fitzsimons has the perfect life—wife of a respected, 
successful judge, mother to a beloved son, mistress of a beautiful house in 
Dublin. That beautiful house, however, holds a secret. And when Lydia’s son, 
Laurence, discovers its secret, wheels are set in motion that lead to an 
increasingly claustrophobic and devastatingly dark climax. 

  

June 16 
Race Against Time by Jerry Mitchell 
On June 21, 1964, more than twenty Klansmen murdered three civil rights 
workers. The killings would become known as the “Mississippi Burning” case 
and even though the killers’ identities, including the sheriff’s deputy, were an 
open secret, no one was charged with murder in the months and years that 
followed. 
It took forty-one years before the mastermind was brought to trial and finally 
convicted for the three innocent lives he took. If there is one man who helped 

pave the way for justice, it is investigative reporter Jerry Mitchell. 
In Race Against Time, Mitchell takes readers on the twisting, pulse-racing road that led to the 
reopening of four of the most infamous killings from the days of the civil rights movement, 
decades after the fact. His work played a central role in bringing killers to justice for the 
assassination of Medgar Evers, the firebombing of Vernon Dahmer, the 16th Street Church 
bombing in Birmingham and the Mississippi Burning case. His efforts have put four leading 
Klansmen behind bars, years after they thought they had gotten away with murder.  
  

July 21 
The City we Became by N.K. Jemisin 
Every city has a soul. Some are as ancient as myths, and others are as new and 
destructive as children. New York City? She's got five. 
But every city also has a dark side. A roiling, ancient evil stirs beneath the earth, 
threatening to destroy the city and her five protectors unless they can come 
together and stop it once and for all.  

  

  



August 18 
Library Book by Susan Orlean 
On the morning of April 29, 1986, a fire alarm sounded in the Los Angeles Public 
Library. As the moments passed, the patrons and staff who had been cleared 
out of the building realized this was not the usual fire alarm. As one fireman 
recounted, “Once that first stack got going, it was ‘Goodbye, Charlie.’” The fire 
was disastrous: it reached 2000 degrees and burned for more than seven hours. 
By the time it was extinguished, it had consumed four hundred thousand books 
and damaged seven hundred thousand more. Investigators descended on the 

scene, but more than thirty years later, the mystery remains: Did someone purposefully set fire 
to the library—and if so, who? 
Weaving her lifelong love of books and reading into an investigation of the fire, award-
winning New Yorker reporter and New York Times bestselling author Susan Orlean delivers a 
mesmerizing and uniquely compelling book that manages to tell the broader story of libraries 
and librarians in a way that has never been done before.  

  

September 15 
The Only Plane in the Sky by Garrett Graff 
The first comprehensive oral history of September 11, 2001—a panoramic 
narrative woven from the voices of Americans on the front lines of an 
unprecedented national trauma. More than simply a collection of eyewitness 
testimonies, The Only Plane in the Sky is the historic narrative of how ordinary 
people grappled with extraordinary events in real time.  

  

 

October 20 
The Stationary Shop by Marjan Kamali 
Roya, a dreamy, idealistic teenager living amid the political upheaval of 1953 
Tehran, finds a literary oasis in kindly Mr. Fakhri’s neighborhood stationery 
shop, stocked with books and pens and bottles of jewel-colored ink. 
Then Mr. Fakhri, with a keen instinct for a budding romance, introduces Roya 
to his other favorite customer—handsome Bahman, who has a burning passion 
for justice and a love for Rumi’s poetry—and she loses her heart at once. Their 
romance blossoms, and the little stationery shop remains their favorite place in 

all of Tehran. 
A few short months later, on the eve of their marriage, Roya agrees to meet Bahman at the 
town square when violence erupts—a result of the coup d’etat that forever changes their 
country’s future. In the chaos, Bahman never shows. For weeks, Roya tries desperately to 
contact him, but her efforts are fruitless. With a sorrowful heart, she moves on—to college in 
California, to another man, to a life in New England—until, more than sixty years later, an 
accident of fate leads her back to Bahman and offers her a chance to ask him the questions that 
have haunted her for more than half a century: Why did you leave? Where did you go? How is it 
that you were able to forget me?  
  

  



November 17 
One of Us is Lying by Karen McManus 
Pay close attention and you might solve this. 
On Monday afternoon, five students at Bayview High walk into detention. 
Bronwyn, the brain, is Yale-bound and never breaks a rule. 
Addy, the beauty, is the picture-perfect homecoming princess. 
Nate, the criminal, is already on probation for dealing. 
Cooper, the athlete, is the all-star baseball pitcher. 

And Simon, the outcast, is the creator of Bayview High's notorious gossip app. 
  
Only, Simon never makes it out of that classroom. Before the end of detention, Simon's dead. 
And according to investigators, his death wasn't an accident. On Monday, he died. But on 
Tuesday, he'd planned to post juicy reveals about all four of his high-profile classmates, which 
makes all four of them suspects in his murder. Or are they the perfect patsies for a killer who's 
still on the loose?  
Everyone has secrets, right? What really matters is how far you would go to protect them.  

  

December 15 
About your Father and Other Celebrities I have Known: Ruminations and 
revelations from a desperate mother to her dirty son by Peggy Rowe 
Since the day they said, “I do,” Peggy’s previous “doting” lifestyle met with her 
husband John’s minimalist ways and became the backdrop for years of 
adventure and a quirky sense of humor because of their differences. From 
thoughts of wearing headlamps in the house to save  
energy, to squeezing out the last drop of toothpaste with a workbench vise, 
Peggy learned to pick her battles and celebrate the hilarity in each situation. 
Once their boys were born, woodstove mishaps and garbage dumping tales 
were the seed for Mike’s obsession with doing dirty jobs and the comical 

presence he is known for today. 
As Mike rose to fame, Peggy was his biggest fan—who gave motherly advice and constructive 
criticism, of course. She baked cookies for Mike to take to Joan Rivers for a Christmas party 
hostess gift, and even wrote fan letters under faux names and mailed them from different cities 
to Mike’s producer.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

titles subject to change, be sure to check with the library.  

books will be provided at meetings, or they can be picked up at the  

Wilmington Public Library. 


